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Meetings: 

 

The next meeting of City Council will be a business meeting on Thursday, November 5, 2020 

and will begin with a 6:00 P.M. executive session for a poverty property tax abatement request 

pursuant to the provisions of State law. There will also be a discussion of two matters related to 

pending or potential litigation. The regular meeting will begin, as usual, at 7:00 P.M.  

 

Tuesday, November 3, 2020, is Election Day.  All wards will be open from 7:00 A.M. to 8:00 

P.M. for voting.  City Hall will be open only for voting that day and all other City business at 

City Hall will be suspended for the day to allow greater voter occupancy in the building under 

COVID-19 social distancing recommendations.  

 

The Ad Hoc Shooting Range Committee will meet on Wednesday, November 4th at the Civic 

Center at 5:30 P.M. 

 

Other Items: 

 

On Thursday’s agenda you have the order that would approve the Tax Increment Financing 

agreement between the City and Saxon Co. for the construction of 250 market-rate apartments 

off Civic Center Drive. After further consideration by the developers and staff, we are 

recommending that the term of the agreement be expanded from 25 to 30 years with 100% of the 

sheltered tax benefits for the extra five years accruing to the City. The order on the agenda 

reflects that. Otherwise, what is described in the order is consistent with your informational 

meeting discussion of two weeks ago.  

 

To conform with State DECD TIF public hearing requirements, Council must be sure that you 

specifically take several things under consideration. They include: 

 

A.) Whether the proposed district or development program will contribute to the 

economic growth or wellbeing of the municipality or plantation or to the betterment 

of the health, welfare or safety of the municipal inhabitants, 

B.) Any claim by an interested party that the proposed district or development program 

will result in a substantial detriment to that party’s existing business in the 

municipality and produces substantial evident to that effect. 

C.) That the term of the agreement is 30 years, not the 25 year term referenced in the 

public notice of the upcoming public hearing. 
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It is wonderful to report that as we close out the 2020 Augusta City Employees Combined 

Charitable Appeal that we have set a record for City employee (including the Mayor and 

members of Council) generosity gathering a total of $25,000 in donations and pledges. This is 

really a heartwarming demonstration of how our workforce cares about those less fortunate in 

our community. A special thank you goes to Loretta Lathe for her energetic and creative 

management of the process. 

 

I am in awe of the great work that our City staff and election workers have been performing 

leading up to tomorrow’s election. The numbers (absentee voters, early voters, processed ballots, 

etc.) have been huge and everyone involved in ensuring the process goes smoothly have been 

great. I think we are as well prepared for tomorrow’s landmark election as we could be. Using 

election grant funds, I have authorized a one-time additional payment of $50.00 to all temporary 

election workers who are there for the full day and $25.00 for those who work part of the day – a 

small way to say “thank you” for their service during a pandemic.     

 

C: Department and Bureau Directors 

 Legislative Delegation 

 

 


